The treatment of congenital or acquired deformities ?aesthetic surgery?is a subject of great importance to the practical surgeon. Of the conditions demanding such treatment genu valgum or knock knee, on account of its comparative frequency of occurrence, the extent to which it impairs the usefulness of the sufferer, and the ease with which it may be dealt with in its early stages, merits careful consideration.
As the rational treatment of any affection depends on a thorough appreciation of the causes which give rise to it, a brief glance at the etiology of the condition under consideration will not be out of place. 
